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Thank you to so many of you who helped make UUCSV’s second Christmas Eve 

Service a beautiful occasion: Carolyn Shorkey, who organized the cookie reception 

even though she could not attend as she was called to her father’s deathbed; Tom and 

Joe Motsko, who drove around enough in the parking lot to make sure people would-

n’t have trouble in lingering snow; Ursula Goebels-Ellis, who brought beautiful deco-

rations for the chancel; and Sue Stone, who was willing to play not only our carols but 

(without rehearsal!) along with our guest flautist Suzanne Sutherland. We were also lucky to have Billy 

Jonas and Adrian Deal sing two gorgeous songs with us, and George Scott adroitly handled the sound needs 

for all of our music as well as the Reader’s Theater—that’s right, much thanks to the 6 Christmas Eve play-

ers who answered the altar call for immediate acting during the service. Once again I’m impressed by the 

talent and devotion of this community to serve its mission of spiritual growth and giving in our community 

and the world. 

One of the callings of the community that I’m most excited about is our involvement in the Building 

on the Dream Habitat for Humanity House, whose construction gets underway this month. If you have-

n’t already done so, check in with our Habitat liaison Susan Culler, who can tell you many ways you can be 

part of it—swinging a hammer is only one of them. Go to http://www.ashevillehabitat.org/where_we_build/

BOTD4_2010 to learn more about the house and the family who will live in it. 

This month, I take my annual pilgrimage to Chicago for study at Meadville Lombard Theological 

School, one of two Unitarian Universalist seminaries in the country. I’ll be on leave for three weeks from 

the week of January 2 thru January 24, when I return to the UUCSV pulpit. While I’m away, you’ll have 

the privilege of having Rev. Sarah York preach during my usual slots on January 3rd and 17th, and I’ll be 

back for the January 24th service. Please check in with our Church Administrator Barb Rogers if you have a 

pastoral or congregational care need while I’m away, and she will help put you in touch with the right per-

son. 

I leave you to begin 2010 with these lines from a toast by Joanna Fuchs: 

Let us start fresh, right now, 

To make this the very best year ever. 

A very Happy New Year to all of us! 

Sincerely,  

         —Sally Beth 
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Hello Fellow Congregants, 

As I write this, snow fall and sledding, and the holidays (Hanukkah, Solstice and Christmas to name a few) are all around 

me. But by the time you read this it will all be over and it may be 60 degrees outside. I hope all your holiday plans left you 

calm, refreshed, and ready for a new year. 

Your board of directors puts their heart and soul into our meetings. We come together and accomplish much in a rela-

tively short time. Please see posted minutes for specific information. It is intense for me and very satisfying. I feel satisfied in 

knowing we have done good work when we all leave the building. 

One of the things this board is committed to is good governance and a stable group of people in leadership roles. One 

body of leadership is of course your board, and another is our minister and other paid staff, Sybil (Religious Education), Barb 

(Office Manager) and Linda (Music Director). 

As you have been made aware, we will be saying goodbye to our Intern Minister, Sally Beth, next December. In prepara-

tion for that transition the board decided to form a task force which will gather information from the congregation (YOU) about 

our ministerial needs. This was done several years ago in preparation for the successful ministerial search that followed. Now 

we will gather information to again lead us forward. Onward we go! 

For those people who have been with us over the years and for those new to us, here is a snippet of history. We have been 

led by UU ministers with one exception. We have had four part time ministers all leading us in their gentle and loving ways. 

We have been blessed by good ministerial leadership. 

The last ministerial search was successful- even though it didn’t end with us having a called minister. Our search commit-

tee did a fabulous job and they were met with a number of interested candidates. At no fault of our own, the ministerial candi-

date that we were about to commit to changed her mind for personal reasons unrelated to us. Success is written all over it, short 

period of time, several candidates, one we were ready to commit to. I suspect that what might suggest that the search was un-

successful was the outcome. But hey, remember the saying, “You can’t judge a book by its cover”? Please, look to the story 

inside and see success. 

Talk about success. Here is a success story you won’t argue. Lee Reading. He was our volunteer, non-trained (in account-

ing that is) treasurer for over five years! He became our treasurer as soon as we set foot in this building. He saw us through our 

mortgage burning and then the installment and switchover to Power Church (an accounting and office software program). Lee 

Reading has served us with big heart and deep commitment of countless hours of time. He gave us monthly reports with that 

warm Lee smile that covers his face and eyes. Lee, we all thank you for an outstanding job and long standing commitment to 

UUCSV. 

In December the changing of the guard occurred. Lee handed Jim Carillon the treasurer baton. We are in good hands still. 

Thank you in advance, Jim, for continuing to make commitments (he was our board president last year) and to use your talents 

for the good of UUCSV. 

Yours,        —Heidi Blozan 

Board Notes .  .  .  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SW ANNANOA VALLEY  

General Assembly Planning Meeting, 8 January 

As you probably already know, General Assembly is coming to Charlotte in June 2011 (on the 

50th anniversary of the merger of the Unitarian and Universalists) and the TJD is being asked to 

become active partners in hosting this important event. The GA Planning Committee will be in 

Charlotte on January 8th and would love to have a representative(s) from your congregation 

meet with them to learn about how you can become involved. I would like to personally invite 

you to participate in this gathering as we show UUs from around the world a little of our South-

ern Hospitality. If you cannot attend, please pass this invitation on to someone who can repre-

sent your congregation at the meeting on January 8th. Annette Marquis, District Executive, Tho-

mas Jefferson District, Unitarian Universalist Association, 704-779-9895, amarquis@uua.org. 
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Sunday, 3 January 2010, 11 a.m. 

The Journey Home 

Rev. Sarah York 

Sarah York shares from her pilgrimage to Nepal to 

explore how our journeys to distant places can bring us 

back to a true understanding of what it means to be at 

home. 

Sarah York (formerly Sara Moores Campbell) is a 

Unitarian Universalist minister and author of four books, 

including Remembering Well: Rituals for Celebrating Life and Mourning Death 

and Pilgrim Heart: The Inner Journey Home. She also authored three reading 

selections in the UU hymnal. She has a Bachelor’s degree from Wake Forest, a 

Masters from Duke, a Masters of Divinity from Harvard, and an Honorary Doc-

torate from Meadville-Lombard Theological School. After serving in settled 

ministry most of her career, she became an accredited interim minister. Sarah is 

semi-retired to her farm near Asheville with her husband Chuck Campbell. There 

they raise goats and organic produce, and Sarah is learning how to make cheese. 

She serves the Asheville church part-time as Assistant Minister for Pastoral Care. 

You can learn more about Sarah and her books at her web site, 

www.sarahyork.com. 

 

Sunday, 10 January 2010, 11 a.m. 

The Road Less Traveled. 

Rev. Michael Carter and Rev. Ju-

dith Long 

Rev. Michael Carter and Rev. Judith 

Long will explore their individual and 

shared faith journeys. They will also 

explore the universal dimensions of faith 

journeys and how we find meaning at the 

various points along these journeys. Part 

of spiritual maturing is exploring one’s unique perspective on how the universe 

works. If one’s path is more traditional then the exploration can be easier. How-

ever, if one’s path is nontraditional then the journey can be more challenging as 

well as magical and adventurous, like any path that takes one on the road less 

traveled. 

Rev. Michael Carter is the Diversity Officer at Mission Hospital. He is an 

ordained Interfaith minister and previously served as a staff chaplain at Mission 

Hospital as well as staff chaplain at Beth Israel Hospital (two campuses in Man-

hattan), New York Hospital Queens, Lennox Hill Hospital, and Methodist Hospi-

tal (Brooklyn) in New York City. Prior to ministry, he spent almost twenty years 

in the professional theater in New York City. He is married to Rev. Judith Long 

and the proud parent of their beautiful three-year old daughter Kevyn Mary. They 

live in Arden. 

Rev. Judith Long is the Executive Director of The Free Clinics in Hender-

son County, serving in a community ministry capacity. She is an ordained Unitar-

ian Universalist minister and previously served as a parish minister and a hospital 

chaplain. A nonprofit professional called to justice ministry, she has twenty years 

experience in various settings: housing and homelessness; anti-violence work 

with women, teens, and children; community organizing; racial justice; and urban 

justice ministries in the UUA. 

 

Sunday, 17 January 2010, 11 a.m. 

High Ground and Common Ground: A View 

from the Religious Left 

Rev. Sarah York 

         What does our liberal religion offer us as we pursue 

the separation of church and hate? 

 

Sunday, 24 January 2010, 11 a.m. 

Our Brother’s Keeper 

Sally Beth Shore 

Most of us want to be of service to others, but it is not always easy to tell 

when or how we can best do that. When we see others in distress, what is our 

obligation? Can we really offer assistance to anyone, or, is each person ultimately 

responsible for themselves? Sometimes, “helping” really is a paradox. 

 

Sunday, 31 January 2010, 11 a.m. 

Brigid, Ireland's Gold-Red Woman 

Byron Ballard 

Brigid is an Irish Goddess/saint who is a bridge between so many worlds. 

Byron Ballard, who is a dedicant to Brigid, will talk about her time in Kildare, 

share the many aspects of Brigid and teach us a little Gaeilge in celebration of 

Imbolc. Get your Irish on and celebrate the beginning of spring, old-school. 

In addition to being a Wiccan priestess, H. Byron Ballard is a bookseller, 

organic gardener, and beekeeper. Her writings have appeared in local and national 

print and electronic media. Byron lives on an urban farmstead in Asheville’s 

historic West End with her husband Joe and daughter Kate. She is working with a 

group of women to build a Goddess Temple in Asheville and blogs for the Ashe-

ville Citizen-Times as “the Village Witch.” 

 

Sunday, 7 February 2010, 11 a.m. 

[to be announced] 

Sally Beth Shore 

Sunday Programming 
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 I watched through awe, tears, happi-

ness, and so much pride on December 20 as I 

watched my son graduate from the University of 

North Carolina at Chapel Hill with degrees in 

public policy and entrepreneurship. He doesn’t 

understand the crazy mom who told him that I 

still see him as a two-year-old running around in 

a Superman costume. But you as parents under-

stand this. As we begin a new year together, 

cherish those little moments. Frustration will 

reign at times, and sometimes anger. Be patient. 

Breathe deeply. Give hugs. The rewards of par-

enting are enormous, and you will blink and 

your little ones will be graduating from high 

school and then college. You are creating the 

leaders of the future, not only in our faith tradi-

tion, but in the world at large.  

 

Religious Education Classes  

We will begin our spring semester with a holi-

day activity on January 3, open to all children 

and youth ages preschool through grade 7. 

Regular classes begin on January 10. Through 

the month of January, the preschool will con-

tinue to learn about famous UUs and the K-3 

class will continue with a wonderful series of 

stories related to our third principle (in chil-

dren’s language) of “We Help Each Other 

Learn”. The Grades 4-7 class will have lessons 

and discussions about conflict resolution, the 

United Nations, and civil rights. Our Coming of 

Age group will continue their exploration of 

their faith and belief systems with discussions 

about after-death beliefs and God. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Coming of Age Fundraisers 

Thank you to the many folks who have made 

contributions to our Coming of Age scholarship 

fund. Even if you weren’t interested in an end-of

-year donation, you can still contribute. Remem-

ber to write a separate check from your regular 

pledge check. Make the check to UUCSV and 

note on the memo line that it is for Coming of 

Age. Lee will still make note of it for 2010 tax 

deductions. 

We are getting closer to our goal! Stay tuned for 

upcoming spring fundraisers, but be sure to 

watch for a yummy sandwich and dessert sale 

after church on January 10. 

 

With Gratitude 

Thank you to George LeRoy for the donation of 

the wood table and chairs to RE, to Trish Byers 

for the beautiful pottery nativity figures, to 

Melanie Ross for her donation of incredible 

pralines for the Coming of Age fundraiser on 

December 13, and to Scott and Kay-Sea Conklin 

for their gift certificate from Filo Bakery which 

we will use for our fundraiser on January 10. 

We all appreciate everything you do for our 

children and youth! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates to Remember  

January 3, 2010: holiday activity for pre-

school through grade 7; no COA class 

January 10, 2010:  classes resume; COA 

sandwich and dessert fundraiser 

February 7:  All children ages K-7 are in 

the first part of the service; COA fund-

raiser after church 

 

A Happy New Year to all. May it be pros-

perous, filled with happiness and love, and 

be all that you’ve been wishing for. 

—Sybil Argintar, RE Coordinator 

merlasybpenny@yahoo.com 

230-3773 

Religious Education Corner 
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Choir News 

The UUCSV Choir will return the usual re-

hearsals on Sunday January 10th at 12:20, the 

following Thursday the 14th at 7 PM, and 

then performing on January 17th with a re-

hearsal at 10:15. Hope you all enjoyed the 

holidays. Come sing with us! We sing in four 

parts and welcome new members. Contact 

Linda Metzner at annelinde@hotmail.com. 

  —Annelinde Metzner 

Congregational Care 

The Congregational Care Committee is ready to assist our congrega-

tion in time of need by providing transportation and meals for those 

who are facing difficult circumstances. The Co-Monthly Coordinators 

for September-January will be Kay-Sea Conklin (686-7502, cell: 230-

2227, kayseaconklin@charter.net) and David Reid (cell: 713-1607; 

daviddbreid@charter.net). If needs extend beyond those mentioned, 

please discuss them with the Co-Monthly Coordinators to see if we 

might have the resources to help. 

Friday Fling 

January’s Friday Fling, a fun party for 

grown-ups every third Friday of the month, will be held on 

15 January at 6:30 p.m. at the church. Refreshments (red and 

white) will be provided. Bring some simple food, so that we 

can make a potluck supper out of it. The movie 

“Amelie” (2001, Audrey Tautou) will be shown. For further 

information, call Norm Kowal (669-4668). And don’t forget 

drumming at 5:30. 

Room in the Inn 

Winter is an utterly miserable and dangerous time of year for anyone who is 

homeless. So make a difference this year by helping out with Room in the Inn, 

which provides lodging and meals for homeless women in Buncombe County. 

Our next event is on Friday, Feb. 12, at the Bl. Mt. Presby. Church annex. If you 

love to cook, this is your chance to share your talents with these women. They 

will need bag lunches as well as everything for the evening meal (bread, entre, 

side dishes or vegetables, salad, and dessert). 

Consider volunteering to be a morning or evening van driver. These volun-

teers are needed to drive the Presby. van back and forth to AHOPE in Asheville 

and Black Mt. We also need backup drivers as well. You also have the opportu-

nity to be a backup overnight volunteer. 

 —Connie Krochmal, Social Action, Room in the Inn Coordinator  

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SW ANNANOA VALLEY  

Aesthetics Committee 

The Aesthetics Committee again decorated the church build-

ing for the holidays. Sydney Wilson, Angie Underwood, Eve-

lyn Carter, and I trimmed the tree with energy-efficient LED 

lights and hung fresh greenery to honor our status as a Green 

Sanctuary. The Aesthetics Committee and its parent Building 

Committee will meet together at the church on January 17th at 

10:00 a.m. before the Sunday service. We welcome new mem-

bers to either or both of our committees. Please join us if you 

are interested, or just want to check us out. 

  —Jane J. Carroll, newly appointed Chair 

SOLS News 

The date for the 2010 Trillium, a Festival of Follies and Flings will be 

April 17th. This is our big community oriented rummage, plant and 

bake sale, with children’s activities and fun for everyone! Save us your 

good rummage—details in 2010. AND, Friday afternoon, December 

18th, 4:00-5:30, SOLS will sponsor a church wide women’s “coffee 

klatch”. We had a wonderful time at our afternoon tea in September 

and look forward to gathering again in December. But wait! There’ 

more! January 8-9th is the annual SOLS winter camping trip to Hot 

Springs. Please give a firm commitment to DawnWilson@aol.com by 

December 21st to make a reservation. That’s all folks! 

Holiday Cards 

Social Action thanks everyone who pur-

chased holiday cards in Nov./Dec. All pro-

ceeds go the UU Service Committee and will 

help pay for their peace and humanitarian 

efforts around the world. 

—Social Action, Connie Krochmal holiday 

card sale coordinator for 2009 
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A Dante LaFleur Production 

From the Editor—The Last Word 

This January issue of our newsletter is coming out a bit late because of snow, 

ice, trees across driveway, power loss, and the pleasures of my new family. So 

it goes (—Kurt Vonnegut). 

Birthdays in January 

January 1st  Steve Traub 

January 4th  Caroline Metcalf 

January 4th  Aven Blozan 

January 5th  Sophia Scott 

January 7th  Robert Tynes 

January 9th  Teresa Ballinger 

January 15th  Robin Tynes 

January 17th  Mary Soyenova 

January 23rd  Esther Miller 

January 27th  Peter Ronman 

January 31st  Jim Carillon 

 

If you would like your birthday posted 

in the church bulletin, please fill out 

the form located on the table in the 

foyer. 

New Member: Rita Styer 

Rita Styer is one of our new members, coming to Black Mountain from 

Idaho, via a stay in Weaverville. She grew up in Iowa, and has lived in 

Pennsylvania, California and Oregon. Rita's professions have ranged from 

managing organic farms to being a costume designer for college theater. 

Her other interests include mentoring, mediation and gardening. 

Rita is a new Black Mountain resident and lives with her furry compan-

ion Oliver, a 155 pound 10 year old, lovable brown St. Bernard-type dog. 

She is also recovering from lung cancer and is in remission. 

We welcome you, Rita! 

Meet Us at the Wall-Raising!! 

We, the UUCSV/Habitat for Humanity Team, is now 13 crew members strong, and we need your 

help building the Building on the Dream House. You can see what’s involved at the construction site 

(and not have to build a thing), as well as have a great time on January 15 at the house’s Wall-

Raising event. For directions to Woodland Court see below. If you have questions about becoming a 

volunteer, contact Susan Culler, 779-2120 or skc1@charter.net. We hope to see you there! 

Directions to Work Site@ Woodland Court: 

From Patton Avenue 

If coming from downtown, turn R onto Old Haywood Rd. If coming from the west, turn L onto Old 

Haywood Rd. Go .2 miles and then make a sharp R turn onto Woodland Dr. Follow Woodland Dr. 

to Verona Dr. Turn R onto Verona Dr. 

From I-40 

Coming from downtown, take exit 44 Enka/Candler. Turn L onto 19/23/US-74 Alt. Turn slight L 

onto Old Haywood Rd. Go .2 miles and then make sharp R turn onto Woodland Dr. Follow Wood-

land Dr. to Verona Dr. Turn R onto Verona Dr. 


