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Bye-bye green shag carpet (that was installed in 1974). Hello new carpet (which 

will be the same as the brown carpet that is in the rest of the building). 

We are sending Sybil, our DRE, to General Assembly (GA) for one night and a 

day. 

Phil Fryberger (charter member) and Heidi Blozan (outgoing president) will be 

your delegates at GA. Geoffrey Stone will be the alternate. 

The grass keeps growing whether we have people to mow it or not. The board is 

searching for more members for the Grounds Committee. This is a planning com-

mittee and does not have to be the sweat and labor that actually does the work. We 

need several people to think about the yard and all the aspects that need care plus 

effective ways to attract volunteers to do the work. Bribes of food, foot washing 

might work. 

A note from the outgoing president: I have enjoyed being your president and 

although I did not do it perfectly I leave feeling good. You cheered me on and 

smiled warmly at me these last two years. The thing I learned is to try to be gentle 

with myself. I always try to do my best and when that doesn't seem good enough I 

just smile at myself and remember that I am human (oh you humanists, you might 

be onto something). I love this place we call UUCSV and it is the people that make 

it so special. Thank you.  

      —Heidi Blozan, Board President 
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Sunday, 5 June 2011, 11 a.m. 

Flower Communion Sunday 

This is the annual flower communion 

Sunday service where we bring, share, 

and take home beautiful and meaningful 

flowers from the communal pot. This will 

also be the new member recognition day, 

very fitting as that also involves flowers. Bring flowers to 

share. but if you have none, there will be plenty of extras. 

Members and friends, please bring one flower per per-

son to put in the communal pot. We will have the flowers 

outside and the youth will direct you to place your flower 

in the container. For those who forget to bring a flower we 

will have a second vase with flowers for you to take one 

and place it in the communal pot. 

After the new member recognition and reception please 

take one different flower from the pot to take home with 

you .The symbolism is out of many one, and from one a 

connectedness to all. 

 

Sunday, 12 June 2011, 11 a.m. 

The Limits of Critical Thinking 

Rev. Michael Carter 

Psychologist B.F. Skinner was once said that, 

"Education is what survives when what has been learned 

has been forgotten." T.S. Elliott asks, "Where is the wis-

dom lost in knowledge? Where is the knowledge lost in 

wisdom? Our postmodern information culture forces us to 

become overly cerebral, but it really doesn't teach us to 

think, much less feel for that matter. Now the question 

really becomes: How are we educating our children? Let's 

explore these questions on June 12th. See you there! 

 

 

 

Sunday, 19 June 2011, 11 a.m. 

Hard Times No Father (or Mother) 

Would Wish to Re-Visit  

Reverend Steve J. Crump 

     What faith is there when hard times 

hit? Guest minister, The Reverend Steve 

J. Crump, Sr. Minister of the Unitarian 

Church of Baton Rouge, LA, reviews questions our country 

once faced when truly hard times and bad things happened. 

Rev. Steve Crump is celebrating his 28th year as parish 

minister with the congregation of The Unitarian Church of 

Baton Rouge, Louisiana. The sixty year old congregation 

has grown from fellowship size to a large mid-sized 

church. Small Group Ministry, blues and jazz worship ser-

vices and social justice and community outreach are nota-

ble features of the Baton Rouge congregation. 

Sunday Programming 
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Sunday, 26 June 2011, 11 a.m. 

Let's Talk About Us – A Very Infor-

mal Discussion 

Jim Carillon and Scott Conklin 

We anticipate that many of our con-

gregants will attend the Sunday Service at 

General Assembly in Charlotte. At 

UUCSV, Jim and Scott will show a ten-minute video pro-

duced by the UUA, Voices of a Liberal Faith, an introduc-

tion to Unitarian Universalism through words, music and 

stories of UUs throughout the country. We will then add 

our own voices in a completely informal discussion of our 

own place in Unitarian Universalism – as individuals, and 

as the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Swanna-

noa Valley. Some questions that may come up: Where is 

UUCSV going in the near future? How do we connect with 

each other in our church community? How does our con-

gregation connect with the wider UU movement? Why do 

we come together and what do we hope to accomplish? Are 

we really seeking to accomplish anything? Or the discus-

sion may take another course altogether. All Scott and Jim 

will do is keep the discussion focused on Unitarian Uni-

versalism. Depending on how it goes, Scott and Jim may 

generate some informal minutes to be presented to the 

Board and Congregation as a completely unscientific and 

unofficial expression of the congregations thoughts on this 

particular day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, 3 July 2011, 11 a.m. 

Good Advice 

Jeff Hutchins 

     In honor of Independence Day, Jeff 

Hutchins will talk about the ethics we im-

part to our children as they become inde-

pendent of us. It's based on the advice he 

gave his younger daughter on the day she graduated from 

high school. Jeff hopes his talk will be humorous and in-

spiring, but what are the odds? 

Jeff has been a regular speaker here. He is the author of 

"A Press Conference with God." 

On this day, we will also observe the anniversary of 

UUCSV moving into our current building, and we will hold 

our annual church picnic/cookout to celebrate. 

Sunday Programming 
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It is with mixed feelings that we 

send our youth out into the world. 

We know that we are their launching 

pad, and we hope we have given them 

what they need to make it on their 

own. But now they must make their 

own decisions and their own mis-

takes. That isn’t always easy to 

watch, but it’s part of letting go. But 

we also know that we will always be 

there as a support when times are 

rough and as a place to celebrate 

when life throws happiness their 

way. We send one of our youth, 

Aaron Eliot-Gaines, out from our 

midst as he graduates high school 

and begins the next phase of his life. 

He has contributed a great deal to 

our program and our church. We wish 

him well! 

 

Summer Sundays Begin!! 

The past few weeks have been spent 

getting ready for our annual RE ser-

vice, which will have taken place by 

the time this newsletter goes to 

press. During the summer our chil-

dren and youth will take part in the 

intergenerational flower communion 

Sunday on June 5 and in the pet 

blessing on July 10. But yes, there’s 

a big gap in there and that’s where 

YOU come in. We need all you tal-

ented adults out there to give one 

Sunday of your time over the sum-

mer to provide a fun program for our 

children or to be there in the pre-

school. Ideas can include pottery, a 

hike, gardening, kite-making, hat-

making, science experiments, or any-

thing else you can think of! We espe-

cially need programs for June 12 and 

19, coming up sooner than you think! 

Here’s our schedule so far: 

May 29                    Decorating for 

Flower Communion Sunday 

June 5                      Flower Commun-

ion IG Service 

June 12                    Open 

June 19                    Open 

July 3                       Open 

July 10                     Pet Blessing at 

Lake Tomahawk IG Service 

 

Summer Camp 

We have five children signed up for 

our half-day summer camp program, 

Journey for the Earth: Daily Travel 

Adventures, set for July 18-22. We 

need just a few more to make it a go! 

Please get the word out to friends in 

the community. Black Mountain does-

n’t offer many day camps and this is 

a great opportunity. We’ll be building 

a recycled creature, growing plants 

in newspaper pots, going on a field 

trip to Montreat Park to play and 

learn about water, and maybe have a 

special guest in to talk about our ani-

mal world. Camp is open to rising 

first to fourth grades. Cost for 

members and friends is $85 for the 

week. Parents (and grandparents!) 

sign up now, or please pass the infor-

mation on to others.  

 

Parents Night Out 

We have all the materials we need to 

begin this program and hope to get it 

started in July. If you haven’t al-

ready signed up, let me know and 

we’ll add you to the families taking 

part. What a great way to have some 

time with your partner, spouse, or 

friends, or to have a meal with other 

RE parents while your children are 

under the care of other parents at 

church. Families will be responsible, 

on a rotating basis, for providing 

childcare while parents enjoy a night 

out. This will take place on a Satur-

day evening, once per month. 

—Sybil Argintar, Director of Reli-

gious Education  

(sybil.argintar@yahoo.com) 

Religious Education Corner 
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Join us for a week filled with hands-on activities, adventures, and learning! 

Build a Recycled Creature!!  Take Home Your Own Special Garden!! 

Space is limited, register early! 

Who:   Rising first through fourth grades 

What:  Half-day camp focusing on caring for our environment 

  Each day will carry a different theme: 

   Water 

   Energy Conservation 

   Sustainable Gardening 

   Recycling 

   Animal World 

When:   July 18 – 22, 2011     9 – 12:30 p.m.      M through F 

Where:   Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Swannanoa Valley    

  500 Montreat Road 

  Black Mountain, North Carolina  28711 

www.uusv.org   

  For more info:  Sybil Argintar, Director of Religious Education 

         (828) 230-3773  sybil.argintar@yahoo.com 

Cost:  $90 per child, general public; $85 second child same family 

  $85 per child for church members and friends 
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Membership Matters 

We appreciate our New Members so much that we will 

honor them on Sunday, June 5th, during the service and 

afterwards at a Potluck Luncheon in their honor. And, 

yes, there will be cake!! 

Our new members are Richard Heft, David Bowling, 

Helen Bell, and Jeannie and Chuck Shimer!! Let's be 

sure to greet them with smiles, hugs, and handshakes. 

We're glad they're here!! 

   —Angie Underwood, Chair 

Hospitality News 

We will welcome and honor our new members on June 

5th and as part of this celebration there will be a potluck 

luncheon after the service. This is a great time to bring a 

favorite dish to share. We also encourage you to bring 

your own place settings to help reduce waste. 

Hospitality would like to thank all of the members and 

friends that brought sandwich fixings and food items to 

the May 15th annual meeting. And we thank all of you 

who bring snacks to share after the Sunday services; your 

efforts are not only enjoyed but also greatly appreciated. 

So the next time you are wondering what you could do 

for our community, put together a little snack and place it 

on the food table in the portico, then watch the smiles of 

those around you after the service, as we enjoy your edi-

ble gift. 

Mark your calendars for July 3rd as our church wide an-

nual picnic rolls around again. Hospitality provides the 

hotdogs, buns, condiments and beverages and you pro-

vide some delicious summer dishes. 

And we would like to thank Marilyn Wells for all the 

years and multitudes of Sundays that she has been our 

wonderful coffee hour host. We will miss Marilyn as she 

moves away and appreciate so very much her time, dedi-

cation and hard work. Thank you Marilyn! 

 —Lauris Liljestrand , Hospitality Co-chair 

Choir for June 

The UUCSV Choir will change dates in June because many 

church members will be at GA in Charlotte on our usual 

fourth Sunday. We will rehearse on June 12th at 12:15, the 

following Thursday the 16th at 6:30 PM, and then on Sun-

day the 19th at 10 AM before we perform that day. This 

will be a Father's Day service. Come and sing with us! 

We're a friendly bunch. 

   —Linda Metzner, Choir Director 

   (annelinde@hotmail.com) 

Friday Fling 

June’s Friday Fling, a fun party for 

grown-ups every third Friday of the 

month, will be held on 17 June at 6:30 

p.m. at the church. Refreshments (red and white) will be 

provided. Bring some simple food, so that we can make a 

potluck supper out of it. The movie ―Away from 

Her‖ (2007; Julie Christie, Gordon Pinsent, Olympia Du-

kakis; ―Sometimes you have to let go of what you can’t live 

without.‖) will be shown. For further information call 

Norm Kowal (333-4925). 
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Room in the Inn  in July 

 For a small congregation UUCSV makes a difference in 

the community. We have been taking part in the Room in 

the Inn program for over five years. This program provides 

help to homeless women. The next Black Mountain event 

will be on Friday, July 1st at the Black Mountain Methodist 

Church annex. UUCSV will provide all the volunteers and 

food for the day. 

We still need an evening van driver who can pick up the 

women in Asheville at AHOPE and bring them to Black 

Mountain by 6:30 pm. We are also seeking volunteers who 

are willing to provide a food dish or other item for the eve-

ning meal. There is a sign up sheet in the foyer and on the 

bulletin board. You can also contact me at 

flora258@isp.com, or 686-3112. 

—-Connie Krochmal, Social Action Room in the Inn Coor-

dinator 
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Birthdays in June 

June 19th  Don Pfister 

June 24th David Reid 

June 25th Jane Carroll 

June 26th Heidi Blozan 

June 29th George Scott 

If you would like your birthday posted in the church bulle-

tin, please fill out the form located on the table in the foyer. 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SW ANNANOA VALLEY  

Women’s Spirituality Group 

Women's Spirituality Group is an open group of women 

who meet monthly at UUCSV for ritual and/or sharing 

spiritual practices that we want to learn more about. Next 

meeting is on Thurs. June 2, 6:30 pm. 

Teresa Ballinger will facilitate this circle with the topic 

around the Summer Solstice. Please wear flowery or color-

ful clothes. If you wish you can bring a flower for the altar, 

and maybe a memento/picture from a favorite summer or 

vacation. We hope to share stories about favorite summers, 

vacations or what summer means to you. Teresa, Heidi and 

Barb will be going to the UU General Assembly in Char-

lotte toward the end of June. They are looking forward to 

The Goddess Diaries session Wednesday night, and a 

CUUPS (Covenant of UU Pagans) ritual in the park on 

Sunday night, among other great activities! 

     —Barb Rogers 

SOLS 

SOLS is able to report to the Board of Trustees a dona-

tion of $800 for UUCSV's 2011 – 2012 budget. We 

also will contribute $800 to our partner church in Ro-

mania. 

An updated, current report about the circumstances and 

activities in our partner church in Medeser, Romania, 

will be posted on the display board about our partner 

church in the rear of the sanctuary. The Western Caro-

linians for Criminal Justice, Women at Risk Program in 

Asheville will receive $800 from Trillium's profits to 

help WAR provide mental health services and sub-

stance abuse treatment to WNC women who would 

otherwise be incarcerated. 

SOLS gratefully acknowledges the many donations of 

household goods, plants, baked items, services, equip-

ment, and cash from our members and friends. In spite 

of the economy, or perhaps because of it, we had 

greater success than in the past six years. We are par-

ticularly grateful for the turnout of members and 

friends who helped us physically conduct Trillium. 

Thank you. Thank you. 

   —Jane J Carroll, SOLS Chair 

Library 

We have the latest UUCSV Library holdings listed on 

our website (UUSV). Some good reading to be had on 

those shelves. If you have checked out a book in the 

past couple of years and not returned or read it, you 

may want to get it back. Just put it in the basket on the 

shelf in the library. I will take it from there. No fines 

incurred. Thanks. 

 —Jane J Carroll, UUCSV Library Lady 
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A Dante LaFleur Production 

From the Editor—The Last 

Word 

You have seen this drawing, of our UUCSV church, hun-

dreds of times, and may not know where it came from. It 

is about time that we recognized and honored the creator 

of this lovely picture—Evelyn Carter. Responding to 

my inquiry about the drawing, Angie Underwood re-

cently told me: ―You know her drawing has just always 

been there. I don't recall when it first appeared or why. Of 

course, it was during or after 2004 when we bought the 

church. Her sketch was so good, we just used it for every-

thing we could. It appeared on stationery, note cards, our 

church directory.‖ The drawing was created by Evelyn 

from a photograph taken after the first service in the 

building on 4 July 2004, and made its first public appear-

ance on the cover of the church’s Dedication Ceremony 

Program of 14 August 2004. 


