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My daughter Kevyn and I attended the church talent show and simply had a de-

lightful time. I really did not realize the level of talent that we have among us as a congre-

gation. It brought to mind the parable of the talents that may be found in the Gospel of 

Matthew 25: 14-30 and in the Gospel of Luke 19: 12-28. This parable is one of the stories 

Jesus told to teach a moral lesson. Although the word “talents” in the story refers literally 

to money, you can extend the meaning to other areas of our lives. 

Here is the story: 

“Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his 

property to them. To one he gave 5 talents of money, to another 2 talents, and to another 1 

talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey. The man who had re-

ceived the 5 talents went at once and put his money to work and gained 5 more. So also, 

the one with the 2 talents gained 2 more. But the man who had received the 1 talent went 

off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 

After a long time the master of those two servants returned to settle accounts with them. 

The man who received 5 talents brought the other 5. “Master,” he said, “you entrusted 

me with 5 talents and I have gained 5 more.” 

His master replied, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a 

few things; I will now put you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s 

happiness.”  

The man with the 2 talents also came. “Master,” he said, “you have entrusted me with 2 

talents; see, I have gained 2 more. His master replied, “ Well done good and faithful ser-

vant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will now put you in charge if many 

things. Come and share your master’s happiness.” 

Then the man who received the one talent came. “Master,” he said, “I know that you are 

a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scat-

tered seed. So I was afraid and went out and hid your talent in the ground. See, here is 

what belongs to you.” His master replied, “you wicked and lazy servant! So you knew that 

I harvest where I have not sown and gather where I have not gathered seed? Well then, 

you should have put my money on deposit with the bankers, so that when I returned I 

would have received it back with interest. 

“Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has ten talents. For everyone who 

has will be given more and he will have abundance. Whosoever does not have, even what 

he has will be taken from him.” 

        (continued) 
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There are many ways to interpret this story but one way is to see this as a story about using our 

gifts. Some of us are born into abundance (five talents). Others are born into scarcity (one talent). 

But what matters isn’t what we’re given---it’s what we do with it that matters. So Jesus acknowl-

edges the unfairness of life, but he also suggest that in many ways this is irrelevant. It’s what we 

do with our gifts that matter and we all have talents or gifts. I wonder how many of us are not 

using the gifts or talents that we have? What ever your gift or talent is, know that our church 

community and the community at large are in need of them. Please don’t hesitate to volunteer 

your unique and precious selves. 

Boy, how time really flies. The season of Spring was such a cool one in my opinion temperature 

wise, that on some days it seemed like an extended fall. Then came Memorial Day weekend. 

Memorial Day weekend heralds the “official” beginning of summer, and off we go! I trust you 

all are enjoying this season of summer and will find the much needed time for rest, relaxation, 

and rejuvenation. It really is a beautiful time of year in these mountains. Last month’s Commu-

nity Ministerial Luncheon was held here at the church and it was an overwhelming success. 

Thanks to Carolyn Shorkey, her husband Milt, and Ursula Goebels-Ellis, for preparing the food 

and serving it. A good time was had by all and some who attended wanted to know when we 

would invite them back! This is just another example of how we “grow” by reaching out to our 

community and inviting others in. Usually, we meet on the second Tuesday of the month at 

Phil’s barbeque at 11:30 am. The change in venue was welcomed. 

In fact, many of the clergy were touched by the fact that we broke bread with them in our sanctu-

ary and the symbolism of this act was not lost on them. We invited them into our sanctuary to 

have fellowship. This also provided in my mind a certain “reverence” to the 90 minutes we spent 

together. I am so delighted that we did this and perhaps we will host again in the not—too—

distant future. 

I also had the pleasure of attending a press conference on May 20th in from of the Asheville 

Courthouse with other community clergy and activist to express concerns regarding the direction 

of our state legislature and how the decisions being made have a harmful impact on the poor and 

most vulnerable in the community. Those who stand in this moment in history with their backs 

against the wall. 

The issues of concern are the dismantling of the racial justice act, new hindrances to voting, 

health care, cut in funding for domestic violence programs, new taxes on the poor and more. This 

was not meant to be a denigrating of any particular political party, but instead it was a sharing of 

a common vision of people of faith (and UU’s are people of faith) to care for the most vulnerable 

in our society, or as a wise Rabbi said over 2,000 years ago---“the least of these.” 

We as UU’s do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly with our God or non-God. We, like Robert 

Frost, “have a lover’s quarrel with the world.” 

In the midst of hectic schedules and busy activity, please take the time to be still and enjoy your 

lives. We have much work ahead of us as a progressive religious community and part of that is 

self care. We need you. I need you. Enjoy.  

And a Happy Father’s Day to all you dads out there! 

Peace to you and yours! 

        Michael 
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And now the words of Max Coots about the season of Summer, from his book, Sea-

sons Of The Self: 

 ...Yet, somehow, May was overgrown with June. Somehow, Spring died into Sum-

mertime, and we forgot. 

Almost before we knew what the days were doing, Summer covered up the 

Spring.... a rain may come in Summer with a young, cool, and unsettling wind that 

even the frantic hand-waving of heavy trees can’t shush...The inconsiderate banging 

of someone making a selfish breakfast before we want to get so wide awake. But it 

can’t last....We want shade and tall cool times. Summer is too full of itself in Au-

gust—self satisfied. Summer seems like that, although I know its not. 

There is no time without time! 

I found a soft gray pigeon dead. I saw these things and they reminded me of time. A 

birth. A death. This quiet heavy island in the year is no island without time. It only 

seems that way. 

 Quotes: 

“Those want to know the truth of the universe should practice the four cardinal vir-

tues. The first one is reverence for all life; this manifests as unconditional love and 

respect for oneself and all other beings. The second is natural sincerity; this mani-

fests as honesty, simplicity, and faithfulness. Third is gentleness; this manifests as 

kindness, consideration for others, and sensitivity to spiritual truth. The fourth is 

supportiveness; this manifests as service to others without expectation or reward. 

The four virtues are not an external dogma but a part of your original nature. When 

practiced, they give birth to wisdom and evoke...blessings.” 

  —Lao Tzu, Hua Hu Ching, translated by Brian Browne Walker 

“ Perhaps my purpose with life is to come to grips with myself, properly to grips 

with myself, with everything that bothers and tortures me and clamors for inner so-

lution and formulation. For these problems are not just mine alone. And if at the end 

of a long life I am able to give some form to the chaos inside me, I may well have 

fulfilled my own small purpose.” 

     —Etty Hillesum, An Interrupted Life 
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Sunday, 2 June 2013, 11 a.m. 

Charles Dickens Reincarnated 

Diane Graham 

How would Charles Dickens react to 

our world? What were his prophetic con-

cerns? 

Diane's many years of teaching British Literature in 

high school and college, and Diane & Richard's travels to 

England with the Dickens Fellowship led to her desire to 

share her interest in this most singular individual with 

UUCSV. 

 

Sunday, 9 June 2013, 11 a.m., New Member Sun-

day 

A Place To Belong 

Rev. Michael Carter 

Come join us as we celebrate the growth of our congre-

gation and to welcome our new members. This Sunday’s 

message will explore what it means to join our UU congre-

gation and to acknowledge the rich history that is ours as 

religious liberals and free thinkers. We must continue to 

honor our tradition by remembering that we stand on the 

shoulders of so many and we owe so much to those that 

prepared the way for us. Child care is provided. See you on 

Sunday! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, 16 June 2013, 11 a.m. 

Dirt 

John Snodgrass 

      What is the common ground of the 

human religious experience? And how 

can such diverse traditions be built on it? 

Let's roll up our sleeves, dig past some of 

the dirt in religion, and see if we can find religion in the 

dirt. 

John Snodgrass teaches World Religions at Brevard 

College and is the author of Genesis and the Rise of Civili-

zation and Turning the Tables: Farming and Feeding in the 

Gospels. He lives in Hendersonville with his wife and two 

children. 

 

 

 

Sunday, 23 June 2013, 11 a.m. 

The Matrix of Distraction 

Rev. Michael Carter 

Has our culture been taken over by the gods of technol-

ogy? IPhones, Tablets, Kindles, and Nooks, texting and 

emails as far as the eye can see. Multi-tasking has become 

a way of life (as I am typing this a text just came in on my 

cell phone). What is the cost of living within a culture (a 

new email has just popped up on my screen) that is too dis-

tracted to notice that information is not wisdom, and that 

the art of giving and paying attention has long since fled 

the scene. What about the children? What about our chil-

dren? 

Sunday Programming 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SW ANNANOA VALLEY  
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Sunday, 30 June 2013, 11 a.m. 

The Solace of Rich Earth 

H. Byron Ballard 

When grief, fear and frustration with 

your personal, professional and civic life 

are too heavy and joy can be barely 

glimpsed as a possibility, the answer is to 

turn to the process of the planet we call home. From 

"earthing" (a deep grounding technique) to gardening to 

observation of the natural world, you can be refreshed and 

renewed through a deeper connection to the dirt under our 

feet. Byron Ballard shares her experience and offers some 

easy and powerful techniques for renewing this vital con-

nection. 

      In addition to being a Wiccan priest-

ess and clergy at Mother Grove Goddess 

Temple, H. Byron Ballard is a writer, or-

ganic gardener, and rootwoman. Her writ-

ings have appeared in local and national 

print and electronic media. Byron lives on 

an urban farmstead in Asheville's historic 

West End with her husband Joe and two 

cats. She blogs online as Asheville's Village Witch http://

myvillagewitch.wordpress.com/ and http://

www.witchesandpagans.com/The-Village-Witch/Blogger/. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, 7 July 2013, 11 a.m. 

The Time Will Come 

Richard Graham 

      Many subjects shall be covered this 

Sunday morning: The nature of reality, 

both mundane and tragic; what a naturalist 

found on a crowded beach; seeing Jesus in 

Costa Rica; how to quickly bring our fragile planet back to 

robust health; the great philosopher, Woody Allen; and an 

ancient evening once upon a time which should never be 

forgotten. 

Sunday Programming 
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Reflections 

Summer is a time for all of us to kick back a little bit and just enjoy being together.  There seems to be 

less structure in this season and it can be a welcome respite to the hectic lifestyles we all lead during 

the rest of the year.  Our children and youth have more free time, and families tend to spend more 

time together.  Our Summer Sundays programs are designed to be a chance for our children to gather 

together informally, yet still keep the bonds that they have developed through the previous school 

year.  We hope to also plan some family activities through the summer so all parents and guardians can 

also get to know each other better.  We hope to see you over the summer! 
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Summer Sundays Begin June 2 

We begin our summer programming on Sunday June 2 and we need lots of volunteers!  Preschool care is 

provided all summer and we need some folks to help with that.  We also need all of you talented, crea-

tive people to lead a Sunday program for children in grades K – 6.  Some past programs have included 

weird science, printmaking, clay, hikes, and stories.  Please plan to have a second adult with you to help, 

as we must have two adults in all classrooms as part of our church safety policy.  Here’s what we have 

lined up so far: 

 

 

June 2      Tales of Bubbleland:  The Last Dragon story followed by games and activities   

                  Sybil, Jeff Hutchins assists     

June 9    Tales of Bubbleland:  If Dragons Could Fly, games, activities 

                  Sybil, Sue Phillips assists 

June 16   Tales of Bubbleland:  Cobby and the Big Bad Bully, games, activities 

                  Sybil, Sue Phillips assists 

June 23    Tales of Bubbleland:  The Trust Bank, games, activities 

                    Sybil, Heidi Blozan assists 

July 14     Wetlands Walk with Heidi Blozan and assistant (off-site activity) 

 

We have lots more Sundays to fill!  Summer Sundays run through the first week in September! 
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Curriculum for 2013 to 2014 School Year 

Our theme for the upcoming school year is World Religions.  All of these programs enable our children 

and youth to learn about other faith traditions, to compare and contract to our own UU traditions, and 

to have the chance to put our principles of respect for the worth and dignity of others and the search 

for truth and meaning into practice.  Registration materials will be available in late July/early August. 

Preschool   Ages infant through 4 

Cooperative free play 

Picturebook World Religions  Grades K – 5 

World religions are presented through stories and activities from a variety of faith traditions.  A cur-

riculum written by Kate Covey, available for viewing at the following link: 

http://www.uure.com/picturebooksWR.html 

Neighboring Faiths: Exploring World Religions  Grades 6 – 8 

This curriculum gives middle school youth the opportunity to select religions of interest, visit neighbor-

ing churches, mosques, synagogues, and have guest speakers come to the classroom.  During the course 

of the year, students will create a differences/similarities flow chart, including Unitarian Universalism.  

There will be at least one field trip per month out into the community, mostly on Sunday mornings, but 

some Friday evenings also. 

Building Bridges  Grades 9 - 12 

Building Bridges is a world religions program to deepen youth's understanding of the dynamic, fascinat-

ing, and varied world in which they live. It seeks to broaden their knowledge of humanity and embolden 

their spiritual search.  A Tapestry of Faith curriculum compiled by the UUA, available for viewing at 

the following link: 

http://www.uua.org/re/tapestry/youth/bridges/introduction/index.shtml 
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Teachers Needed!! 

Okay, now that you’re hooked by our wonderful curriculum offerings, please consider being a teacher in 

one of our classrooms next year.  Teaching truly is a way to enhance your own spiritual enrichment, and 

in the World Religions them, a chance to learn about the traditions of others in our community.  Full 

training is provided in August, before classes begin, and all lesson plans are provided.  Assistants are 

also needed, which doesn’t require any prep ahead of time, just being there on Sunday mornings to help.  

Please let Sybil know as soon as possible what class you would like to sign up for! 

 

 

Adult Religious Education Program 

We are in the process of finalizing a survey to go out to the congregation about what types of adult re-

ligious education offerings you would like to see happen.  Please watch for this in your e-mail in the next 

couple of weeks.  If you don’t feel up to completing the whole survey (and it won’t take very long), 

please see Sybil or Helen Bell with your ideas. 
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Journey for the Earth Summer Camp 

Unfortunately, as of press time, we did not have enough campers sign up this summer to make our camp 

program a go.  But we may use some of the camp activities during the summer as part of our Summer 

Sundays programs.  We are sorry for any inconvenience! 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates to Remember  

June 2  Summer Sundays begin 

June 16 Religious Education Committee meets 12:30 p.m. 

 

As always, feel free to call or e-mail me if you have an idea to share or have any concerns. 

—Sybil Argintar, Director of Religious Education 

sybil.argintar@yahoo.com, 230-3773 
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Choir News 

We had a wonderful time sing-

ing with the children of RE for 

their presentation on rain for-

ests in May. In June, we will 

sing on the 23rd. Rehearsals will be on Sunday June 16th 

at 12:15, the following Tuesday at 7 PM, and then on 

Sunday the 23rd at 10 AM. Please come sing with us! 

   —Linda Metzner, Choir Director  

Friday Fling 

June’s Friday Fling, a fun party 

for grown-ups every third Friday 

of the month, will be held on 21 

June at 6:30 p.m. at the church. 

Refreshments (red and white) 

will be provided. Bring some simple food, so that we can 

make a potluck supper out of it. The movie 

“Cocoon” (1985; Don Ameche, Hume Cronyn, Maureen 

Stapleton, Jessica Tandy; a magical story of love, friend-

ship, and the human spirit) will be shown. For further 

information call Norm Kowal (669-4668). 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SW ANNANOA VALLEY  

Birthdays 

June 24th David Reid 

June 25th Jane Carroll 

June 26th Heidi Blozan 

June 29th George Scott 

If you would like your birthday 

posted in the church bulletin, please 

fill out the form located on the table in the foyer. 

On May 19, the sanctuary was transformed into a tropical 

rainforest for a celebration of the children’s RE program. 

During RE Sunday, a Bridging Ceremony was celebrated 

for high school senior Stephen Ball. (pictured: Beata and 

Stephen Ball) 

Room in the Inn Sign-up Begins for June Event 

The next Room in the Inn will be on Friday, June 28, 

2013 at the Black Mt. Methodist church annex. UUCSV 

will be providing all the food and volunteers for the day. 

Social Action is looking for backup overnight volunteers 

and backup drivers for morning and evening for the 

Methodist van. We will also need a heat-and-serve break-

fast or other ready-to-eat breakfast for 12 and bag lunches 

for 12 as well as all dishes for the evening meal. 

A sign-up sheet is available in the foyer or contact 

Connie Krochmal at 686-3112 or flora258@isp.com. So-

cial Action appreciates all your help. 

—Connie Krochmal, Social Action Room in the Inn Co-

ordinator 
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Thank You Thank You 

Thank You 

Upon the successful completion of 6 months of can-

cer treatments, I'd like to thank so many of you for your 

support. I'm very grateful to Rev. Michael Carter for his 

most excellent pastoral care, to my Chalice Circle who 

carried me through the entire journey, and Lynn who 

transported me to circle meetings! To Deb Vingle and 

Scott Shaw who took a shift to sit with me during infu-

sion. And speaking of infusion, a special thanks to Jim 

Carillon who loaned me his New Zealand hat, which I 

wore during all 22 hours of sitting in the chemotherapy 

infusion room. Deep gratitude to Deb who guided me 

through a meditation the night before my first infusion. 

Connie regularly mailed me cards of support, Ursula 

brought us an abundant and healthy supper. Cilla got me 

off the couch and out on several walks as well as helped 

me with a gardening project. Beata made and delivered 

my Princess Leia ear braids! Especially meaningful was 

your participation in my hair buzz party. It was an in-

credible evening of celebrating friendship. I never had to 

grieve my hair loss. Every time I look in the mirror at my 

bald self, I am reminded of the love which envelops me. 

By the way, I kept more hair on my head throughout the 

treatments than Jeff Hutchins sports on a normal day! 

And to all of you who gave me hugs, sent me cards, flow-

ers and offered support, I am deeply appreciative. Thank 

you for sharing the journey with me. 

Lifespan Religious Education 

Sybil Argintar is the director of UUCSV's religious 

education which includes both children and adults. The 

youth committee is chaired by Scott Shaw and the newly 

formed adult committee is chaired by Helen Bell. At pre-

sent there are two offerings in the adult category. Yoga 

sessions on Saturday mornings at church are being taught 

by Willow Allen and Deb Vingle. A Luunch Buunch dis-

cussion group is held every month on the first Tuesday 

from noon to one. Our minister, Michael Carter, is facili-

tator and chooses the monthly topic. All you have to do is 

bring a brown bag lunch and be part of an interesting/

stimulating conversation. In the near future, Sybil will be 

sending out a survey to see what other subjects the con-

gregation is interested in. When the results of the survey 

are in, the Adult RE Committee will select the next 

courses to be offered. 

Community Potluck Leads to Building Bridges 

As part of the annual Stand Against Racism, our con-

gregation participated with other churches and civic 

groups to sponsor a community potluck dinner, "The Be-

loved Community: No Place for Racism," on April 26. 

About 40 people attended and heard brief presentations 

on Building Bridges, Habitat for Humanity, plans for a 

reading group on race relations, and plans for a handwork

-and-conversation group. 

Twenty participants signed up for Building Bridges, 

which tentatively will begin in Black Mountain this sum-

mer. It is a nine-week program that includes presentations 

and small group dialogues on race. For more information, 

call Roberta Madden at 419.0730. 
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From the Editor—The Last 

Word 

Man begins his never ending 

search for understanding the 

world around him:: 

A Dante LaFleur Production 
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What is a Chalice Lighter? 

Ever notice those people in church with the small, 

blue chalice stickers on their nametags? Well, they’re the 

UUCSV Chalice Lighters. A Chalice Lighter pledges to 

contribute $15 or more, three times a year to support 

growth in new and existing congregations in our South-

east District (SED). These funds are awarded to new or 

existing congregations for traditional projects (such as 

calling a first minister, hiring professional staff, buying 

or renovating land or buildings) and innovative growth 

projects (such as new signage or other ways to increase 

visibility, innovative adult or youth programming, video 

broadcasting, innovative advertising, or community rela-

tions). 

Since 2010, our congregation has been proud to be 

one of only three congregations in the SED in the Chalice 

Lighters “Honor Society”, with over 50% of our mem-

bers as active Chalice Lighters! Are you a Unitarian Uni-

versalist who believes in the good news of our faith? Do 

you believe that the more our congregations grow in 

depth and in numbers, the more our good news will bene-

fit our communities and the world? Then you’re a Chal-

ice Lighter, too. 

The easiest way to make it official is to go online to 

http://www.seduua.org/services/chalicelighters.html, read 

even more information on Chalice Lighters, then click on 

the “On-line Pledge” link. You can also simply contact 

me at sshaw13@yahoo.com and I’ll set you up. 

—Scott Shaw, UUCSV Chalice Lighters Coordinator 

Photo from the Faith Leaders' news conference May 20 in front 

of the Buncombe County Courthouse. The purpose was to ex-

press concern (and galvanize action!) at how the NC legislature 

is rending NC's social fabric. UUCSV Minister, Rev. Michael 

Carter shown as part of the clergy delegation as Ethical Society 

Officient, Jackie Simms speaks. 


