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Ah, May, that sweet month when spring really is here, despite the freeze and the wind and 

even snow yesterday! Our mountain-hardy plants struggle on to rebloom, but why is it that 

the weeds never seem fazed by the cold? 

A busy month, with Trillium coming up next week. The foyer and the RE room are filling 

up fast with really wondrous donations. This one will be as phenomenal as the past Tril-

lium, maybe more. Ok, so we don't have any trilliums for sale this year, but we have many 

beautiful plants and a new feature--The Diner! Manned by our dedicated chefs, it should 

be filled with good food for hungry shoppers! 

And Michael Carter. Ah, yes, we are so happy to have Michael Carter in the pulpit. Last 

Sunday's sermon was not only inspiring and thought-provoking, it gave us some perspec-

tives on racism which are still so pervasive in our country. and while we may think he's 

preaching to the choir, it was noted that even the best of us, even the most forward-

thinking of us need to examine our hearts and minds for the cultural seeds of racism which 

may have been planted in childhood. Rev. Carter brought to our attention, “How many 

times do you introduce someone as your ‘white friend’? or maybe say that we have a won-

derful white choir!” We all can be a bridge. We all can welcome the diversity which is one 

of our main principles and take it out into the world. 

We can hardly wait until August when our new minister will step up and share his words 

that may make us laugh, maybe cry, but almost certainly will make us think, which is, 

besides talk, the one thing that UUs are so noted for. 

Welcome, Michael. We so look forward to spending our Sunday mornings with you and it 

was so worth the wait. 

Speaking of the choir, one of the things most noted in the canvass comments, along with 

our pledges, was the kudos for the choir. Along with the new piano, which had a great 

dedication, and Linda Metzner, our choir director, the choir just keeps getting better and 

bigger. At the end of the Pledge Drive, we reached the amazing total of $71,000 ! The 

dreams of the congregation include increasing the diversity and adding more families with 

children to our congregation, reconvening the Covenant Groups or Adult RE, and grow-

ing. The comments also noted that we are reaching out more with our Social Action, and 

making more of a presence in the community. Well done, people! 

As the political scene heats up and voting has begun, I hope we will all remember to vote, 

and to vote against Amendment One, a constitutional amendment which will severely im-

pact many families in North Carolina. 

Happy May! 

    —Mary Soyenova, Vice President, Board of Trustees 
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Sunday, 6 May 2012, 11 a.m. 

The Bonfires of Liberty: Practicing 

the First Amendment's Vision of Re-

ligious Freedom 

Byron Ballard 

How do we open the gate of tolerance 

and then move from that space to true 

freedom? Fresh from her work on diversity in the Bun-

combe county schools, Byron Ballard invites us to engage 

true diversity and the freedom that brings. Linking this 

work with the old Irish season of Beltane with its bonfires 

and Maypoles, Ballard suggests that Thomas Morton and 

his pioneering 17th century colony at Merrymount had the 

right idea. 

In addition to being a Wiccan priestess and clergy at 

Mother Grove Goddess Temple, H. Byron Ballard is a 

writer, organic gardener, and rootwoman. Her writings 

have appeared in local and national print and electronic 

media. Byron lives on an urban farmstead in Asheville's 

historic West End with her husband Joe and two cats. She 

blogs for the Asheville Citizen-Times as “the Village 

Witch." 

 

Sunday, 13 May 2012, 11 a.m. 

Finding Rings and Escaping 

Caves 

Rev. Dr. Marc Mullinax 

When are we most true, and tell 

the truth about who we are? Some say 

that we are our truest selves in the 

dark. When alone, or when no one is 

watching, might be the very times that demonstrate most 

who we are, and whether we really act as free people. Dr. 

Mullinax will re-tell two stories about being in the dark. 

Plato’s two ancient wisdom stories, The Ring of Gyges and 

Plato’s Allegory of the Cave, still speak truth to our condi-

tions of being free, or enslaved. What wisdom can we hear 

today, even after 2500 years? 

      We will also honor motherhood dur-

ing this service. 

      The Rev. Dr. Marc Mullinax is a Pro-

fessor of Religion and Philosophy at Mars 

Hill College. He is our enthusiastic 

monthly pulpit supply minister from Janu-

ary through July 2012. 

 

Sunday, 20 May 2012, 11 a.m. 

Open Hearts and Minds 

Annual Intergenerational Religious Education 

Sunday Service 

We all have heard this phrase at some point in our af-

filiation with the Unitarian Universalist faith. Our youngest 

children learned this year what it means for UUs to be in-

volved in peace, social action, and social justice work. Our 

older youth have been challenged both at church and in 

their wider world to keep the spirit of open hearts and 

minds alive. Join us for our annual intergenerational Reli-

gious Education Sunday service as we explore together 

what we mean by open hearts and minds, share our joys 

and sorrows, honor our volunteers, and present a special 

gift to the congregation. 

Sunday Programming 
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Sunday, 27 May 2012, 11 a.m. 

Broken Teeth: What Dental Hy-

giene Can Teach Us about Salva-

tionist Religion. 

John Snodgrass 

This sermon will not instruct you on 

how to save your teeth or your soul, but 

will explore the concepts of religion and salvation in asso-

ciation with the creeds and doctrines of modern dentistry. 

John Snodgrass is an itinerant teacher of the social and 

economic circumstances of Biblical stories. He graduated 

from Union Seminary in New York in 2009, and recently 

finished a book entitled Genesis and the Rise of Civiliza-

tion, about the Agricultural Revolution and the Biblical 

book of Genesis. He lives with his wife and two small chil-

dren in Hendersonville. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday, 3 June 2012, 11 a.m. 

Birthing a New Self 

Rev. DiAnna Ritola 

      In times of transition the pain of being 

surrounded by uncertainty can feel nearly 

overwhelming. Yet just because one chap-

ter of life has ended or shifted does not 

mean that there is nothing but a void. It is within this sacred 

space that we are called to birth our new self and become 

more of who we really are as Divine Human Beings. 

Rev. DiAnna Ritola is an Interfaith Minister, ordained 

by The New Seminary for Interfaith Studies in New York. 

She also has a practice called Authentic Integration: Spiri-

tual Sex and Intimacy Coaching as well as being a profes-

sional speaker on the integra-

tion of spirituality and sexual-

ity. She has lived in cities large 

and small, explored her inner 

Earth Mother in rural Vermont 

where her two children were 

born, and moved to Asheville 

in 2001. She has been a mem-

ber of the UU Congregation of 

Asheville for 11 years and is 

now enjoying the joyfully busy 

teen years with her daughters. She recently took up run-

ning, and will have completed both a ½ Marathon and a full 

Marathon by the time she gets to UUCSV. 

Sunday Programming 
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We are wrapping up another 

school year. Spring has disap-

peared for a bit in these cold 

winds, but it will be back. Our an-

nual RE Sunday Service will be 

May 20, with the theme of “Open 

Hearts and Minds”. Our children 

and youth this year have ex-

plored how, as Unitarian Univer-

salists, we open our hearts and 

minds towards peace and justice 

in the world. They have also been 

challenged to keep this spirit of 

our faith alive in the larger world. 

Join us for a memorable morning 

as all ages share together what 

this year has meant to them. We 

will also honor our volunteers, 

share joys and sorrows, and pre-

sent a special gift to the congre-

gation. We look forward to seeing 

everyone there. 

Curriculum offerings for the 

coming month: 

Infant/preschool Class: We Are 

Many, We Are One; free play, 

stories, and songs 

Presently this class is focused 

primarily on cooperative play 

time. 

May 20  RE Sunday 

Service, “Open Hearts and 

Minds”. 

Grades K-5 Class: In Our 

Hands: A Peace and Social Jus-

tice Program 

April 29 Peace Quilt Pro-

ject, part 2 

May 6  Peace Quilt Pro-

ject, part 3 

May 13  Peace Quilt 

Project, part 4 

May 20  RE Sunday 

Service, “Open Hearts and 

Minds” 

May27  Summer Sundays 

begin 

June 3  Field trip to 

Brother Wolf Animal Rescue 9 

a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

Grades 8-12 Class: A Chorus of 

Faiths 

April 29 Youth STARS 

(Youth Stand Together Against 

Racism Sunday) 

May 20  RE Sunday 

Service, “Open Hearts and 

Minds” 

Journey for the Earth: Daily 

Travel Adventures 

We are still taking registrations 

for summer camp! We just con-

firmed one of our field trips to 

visit FLS Energy’s solar farm. 

Other field trips will include the 

Nature Center, stream/river 

clean-up along the French Broad 

River, making art from recycled 

materials. Please pass the infor-

mation on to friends with chil-

dren who will be rising first 

through fourth graders (i.e. have 

completed kindergarten already). 

Grandchildren visiting during the 

summer? This is a great way to 

keep them active and engaged 

while they visit. Cost for church 

members/friends is $140 for a 

full day, full week of camp! See 

me if you need more information. 

Important Dates to Remember  

April 29 Youth STARS 

May 6  RE Committee 

Meeting 12:30 p.m. 

May 20  RE Sunday 

Service, “Open Hearts and 

Minds” 

May 27  Summer 

Sundays begin 

June 3  Summer Sunday 

program: Field trip to Brother 

Wolf Animal Rescue  

As always, feel free to call me if 

you have an idea to share or have 

any concerns. 

Sybil Argintar,Director of Religious Edu-

cation(sybil.argintar@yahoo.com, 230-3773) 

Religious Education Corner 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SW ANNANOA VALLEY  
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SW ANNANOA VALLEY  

 

Join us for a week filled with hands-on activities, adventures, and learning! 

Build a Recycled Creature!!  Take Home Your Own Special Garden!! 

Space is limited to twelve campers, register early! 

Who:   Rising first through fourth grades 

What:  Full-day camp focusing on caring for our environment 

  Each day will carry a different theme: 

   Recycling 

   Sustainable Gardening 

   Water 

   Energy Conservation 

   Animal World 

  

When:   July 16 – 20, 2012     9 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.      M through F 

Where:   Unitarian Universalist Congregation of the Swannanoa Valley    

  500 Montreat Road 

  Black Mountain, North Carolina  28711 www.uusv.org   

  For more info:  Sybil Argintar, Director of Religious Education 

         (828) 230-3773  sybil.argintar@yahoo.com 

 

Cost:  $150 per child, general public; discount for second child same family 

  $140 per child for church members and friends 

  Limited scholarship funds are available—just let us know if you need assistance 
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Choir News for May 

Many thanks to the wonderful 

singers who participated in our 

"Stand Against Racism" ser-

vice on April 22nd with our 

new minister, Michael Carter. 

It was very moving for all. In 

May, we will perform on the 

27th. We will rehearse on the 

20th at 12:15, then the following Wednesday the 23rd at 

6:30, and then on the day of performance, the 27th at 10 

AM. Come sing with us! 

  —Linda Metzner, Choir 

Director  

Friday Fling 

May’s Friday Fling, a fun party 

for grown-ups every third Friday 

of the month, will be held on 18 

May at 6:30 p.m. at the church. 

Refreshments (red and white) 

will be provided. Bring some 

simple food, so that we can make a potluck supper out of 

it. The movie “Fantastic Mr. Fox” (2009; a Wes Ander-

son animated adventure featuring the voices of George 

Clooney and Meryl Streep) will be shown. For further 

information call Norm Kowal (458-4537). 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST CONGREGATION OF THE SW ANNANOA VALLEY  

Birthdays in April 

May 11th Angie Underwood 

May 11th Cecilia Shaw 

May 12th Charlie Chilton 

May 13th Joe Haun 

May 14th Kim Taylor 

May 14th Tom Motzko 

May 15th Kay-Sea Conklin 

May 15th Peter Boggs 

May 17th Harry Hamil 

May 18th Bobby Decker 

May 20th Sue Stone 

May 20th Devon Jennings 

May 24th Jeffrey Carillon 

May 24th Trish Byers 

May 25th Emory Underwood 

May 26th Jay Ellis 

May 27th Sue Everly 

May 28th Maggie Decker 

May 31st Lisa Constable 

If you would like your birthday posted in the church bul-

letin, please fill out the form located on the table in the 

foyer. 

Room in the Inn  

Room in the Inn is a volunteer program that provides 

emergency and transitional housing for homeless women 

in our area. The participating churches take turns provid-

ing shelter for a week at a time for up to twelve women. 

AHOPE in Asheville screens and selects the twelve 

women. About 25 to 30 churches take part in this pro-

gram. 

Room in the Inn sign-up will begin shortly for UUCSV’s 

last event for the year. This will be on Friday, July 20th 

at the Black Mountain Methodist Church annex. UUCSV 

will be providing all the food and volunteers for the day. 

A sign-up sheet will be available in the foyer, or contact 

me at 686-3112, flora258@isp.com. Social Action is 

looking for van drivers for both the morning and evening 

shifts. We will also need two overnight volunteers as well 

as back-ups. Social Action thanks everyone for their sup-

port over the past seven years with Room in the Inn. 

—Connie Krochmal, Social Action Room in the Inn Co-

ordinator 

A Note of Thanks 

Dear members and friends of UUCSV. This is written 

before Trillium, but I am so sure of an excellent partici-

pation from you all that I say here, thank you one and all 

for all you have done to make the Trillium the success it 

has been. 

I want to thank everyone in this congregation who is in-

volved with keeping our church clean and lovely looking 

both inside and out, with getting wonderful ministers and 

speakers for our Sunday services, with manning the many 

committees that keep things running smoothly, thanks for 

our volunteer secretary and treasurer for keeping our 

books and our finances in order, and for the love and car-

ing that is felt by us all.   —Ann Sillman 
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Women's Spirituality Group 

The Women's Spirituality Group will meet Wed. May 

2nd at 6:30 p.m. For May we will honor the women who 

have inspired us (and/or our mothers). Please join us for a 

time of honoring the feminine divine. It's spiritual and 

fun. It's a girl thing! For more info call Teresa Ballinger 

at 828-275-8453. 

    —Barbara Rogers 

From the Editor—The Last 

Word 

Agnostic vs. Atheist—Which to 

Choose? 

From the Merriam-Webster Colle-

giate Dictionary (11th ed.): 

Agnostic: a person who holds the view that any ultimate 

reality (as God) is unknown and probably unknowable; 

broadly: one who is not committed to believing in either 

the existence or the nonexistence of God or a god. 

Atheist: one who believes that there is no deity. 

We are dealing with two words: “agnostic” and “atheist.” 

Thus we must agree on the meanings of those words. I’m 

going along with Merriam-Webster. To be sure, there are 

other possible meanings, but agreement must be made to 

prevent ambiguity and misunderstanding—chaos. The 

definition of agnostic accepts the possible existence of 

god, God, or a deity. I cannot accept that. (I know, one 

can twist around the meaning of those words, but that is 

just being mealy-mouthed.) The unknown/unknowable 

part of agnostic is just fine, and is the important part. The 

word “atheist” says nothing about the unknown, but re-

jects the existence of god, God, or a deity. So I am defi-

nitely an atheist, feeling that unknown or unknowable 

(yes!) physics can take care of it all. But I am also par-

tially an agnostic—the first part. The two words are not 

mutually exclusive—it is not either/or. Therefore, at least 

according to Merriam-Webster (and I see no reason to 

reject that—remember, chaos!) I am an atheistic agnos-

tic. So be it. [BTW: I realize that some wag might sug-

gest “agnostic atheist,” but I prefer to place the emphasis 

on the unknown rather than the in-your-face denial of the 

existence of God.] 

A Dante LaFleur Production 
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Congregational Care News 

The Care committee has learned that Ann Sillman is 

feeling better after a mercifully brief illness.  Marjorie 

Starrs has been able to get out a bit and enjoy a couple 

outings with friends.   Friend Skinner welcomes visits at 

Highland Farms Health Care Center.  Connie Krochmal 

is feeling perky enough to come to church and has picked 

up some of her committee work for Room at the Inn and 

Trillium.  Tim Perry’s father had major heart surgery and 

came through very well, with Tim and other family mem-

bers at his side. If there is other news, please contact 

Dawn Wilson.  This month the Care Comm. is thinking 

about those powerful moments in our lives, when we turn 

to each other and to a church community for comfort.  

Remember the first time you went to a church service as 

an adult, after a period of absence?  Was there a compel-

ling reason that moved you to walk through that door?  

Maybe you were grieving, or lost, or just very lonely. 

When we have a visitor on Sunday morning it is likely 

they made a Big Decision to come to church, for one of 

those reasons.  Let’s all remember to have compassion 

for our visitors, for each other, and especially for our-

selves. We all struggle, we all need some help now and 

again, and we all can give help when it is needed. For 

Congregational Care needs call Dawn Wilson (828) 713-

5590 email Care@uusv.org. 

 —With compassion, Your Care Committee 

Used Books Galore 

The annual used book sale at the Unitarian Universalist 

Congregation of Asheville, featuring thousands of good-

condition books in almost every category, will take place 

on May 18-19, 9am-4pm, at 1 Edwin Place, Asheville. 

For more information, call 828-254-6001. 


